Lot us be In earnest this week and
make guesses. We will have plenty
of fun next wesk when the winners
are announced.
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The Kiowas did not
without forther incident
to the Arkansas, making
to cross 1 ‘Jjourna
eut water, from the €
knansas.

While travellng at n
madn” 1 poticed that the road runs due
muith and south here, as we were going
towsrd the morth star all night,

When we reached the baonk of the Ar
kansas we found it frozen over, but not
solid enough to bear up cur wagons, and
se we immediately got out our axes and
began cutting & channel through the ice
from bunk to bank, which is nearly a
balf mile and nowhere deeper than up
to a man's waist. Corp’l Newman di
vided the party inte twe rellefs, he work
ingy with the first and 1 with the second
relief, slternating every hour.

lieen and eccold, with a sharp |

g from the west. Erch mnn
of the working party stripped to his shirt
and drawers. As the ice was cut loose
by some, others would push the pieces
goder the lce on the lo side of the
eans] thus forrued. While the working
party was in the water others made
a fire of some woot we had been saving
In onor wagons for this occdsion, so that
the men who came off at the end of their
hour could wanrm and dry themselves.

On account of the wind we found it|
pecessary to piteh our tents and make
the fire inside, und also made some cof-
tee for the moen. Each of us had 8 change
of dry underclothing to put on when we
kad crassed over to the other side, and
eur wet work was done. But while the
work in the water was golng on during
eur hours off, we would huddle around
the fire in our tents wrapped in our blun-
ket or buffalo robes, drink coffee, and
“cuss the Government.”

Ar I had been chosen as the custodinn

the keg of whisky that the command-

g officer at Fort Unloen had given us
for this occasion, 1 refused to allow it to
be tapped until we hed crossed the river,
well knowing that if allowed to have the
whisky before we Gnished our ice-cutting
some of thé men would scon be past work-
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maolest us, and
we traveled on
2z day and night
of 60 miles, with-
imarron to the Ar-

fehit

ght on the “joor-
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t was the middle of the aftorncon be-
fore we had finished cutting the channel
and moved cump to the porth gide of the
fiver, where we soon bad our tents up,

made, and were changing our wet
for dry clothes.

The keg of whisky having been tapped
we were soon firing up both inside as
wall as out. My party, being the last
to get out of the water, as soon as we
got up on the bank cur shirts and draw-
ers froze etiff, and 1 felt as though 1
was nearly frozen myself.

Just then one of the men handed me
a pint cup full of whisky, seying, **This
wlﬁ thaw you eut” Although 1 seldom
@rink whisky, and do not like It, T felt
Just then a rezl longing for it, and drenk
the entire pint without taking it from
my head.

AN ESCAPADE OF THE AUTHOR.

By the time I hed changed my cloth-
ing and spread down my bedding in the
tent the “taos lightning™ had begun to
work on me, and ?was scon crazy drunk.
I bave no recollection of what I did, but
from what the men told me next day, sup-
plemented by certain painful reminders
about my body, I must have been fighting
mearly everyone in camp., This is what
they say 1 did:

1 appointed myself a8 committee of one
ts clean out the “dough-boys,” as we
called the infantry detichment that oc-
cupied the other tent, sud accordingiy

led vp seme of thelr tent pins and
Esrked the teut down on top of them.

bey came tumbling out, and would have |
iven me & beating but for Crouly and |

arrison, who begged me off by telling
them I was so drunk I did not know what
I was doing. They put their tent up
mgain end had got quietly settled insige
when 1 took & seat en &8 wagon tongue
In froot of thelr tent, took out my six-
shooter, nnd deliberately fired six shots
througlh the canvas, but they lay low, nudi
I failed to hit anyone. 1

As soon as they bad counted the num- |
ber of shots they knew my pistol was
empty, and they came pouring out like a
pest of hornets. This time they gave
me what I richly deserved, a good beat-
Iog, using my own pistel to hammer me
over the head, also kicking me severely.

guess they would have killed me but
for Cronly and Harrison and the rest of
the cavalrymen ecoming te my rescue,
when a genernl free fight ensued. After |

wded T was carried and puot into
my bed, dend drunk.

While lying in this
Whecler, one of the infantrymen, appoint
ed himself 8 committee of ous to avenge
the iosait 1 had put upen bis party. Step-

ing Into our tent door with his rifle in

and he asked, “Where's Peck?” gnd on
pome oue poluting to  where 1 lay, he‘
stuck the muvzzle of his gun down to my
ear mnd pulled the trigger. Bot Cronly,
who wus sitting alougside of me, secing
what he was up resched over and
knocked the barrel down so that the bul-
let went throogh my bedding and into
the ground under my hLead,sthe fire from
his gun burning the side of my head.
Aund 1 slept on, perfectly oblivious to all |
the r |

Corp’l Newman, the men =ald, had left
the camp, when be saw I was on the war-

ath, ond taking up a position on top of |

e hill which overlooks the ford, re |
meined there till the cump got quiet. |

During the night & high wind from the
west blew our
darifted snow on top of us several
deep, but we slept quite comfortably.

In the morning the wind was still howl-
Ing and the air full of drifting snow. We
could not start u fire to enck anything,
and so mnde our brenkfust on raw bueon
and bardtack, washed down with river
water, fed the mules, hitched up, packed
the wagons, &nd struck the rond. The
wind was in our backs, or we could not
hsve made much hesdwas.

Here and there we found snow drifts
on the road so deep that we would have
to get out and tramp a passage through
for the mules,

As we traveled down the rlver we no
ticed a lot of Indiun lodges in & bend
about two miles off the road.- It proved
to ke a camp of Chevennes, and several
of them came out to the rond afoot and
Informed us that during the previous night,
while the blizzard was at its hight, a

rty of Pawnees had run off all their

rees, not leaviug them a single one. We
eould only sdvice them to “look a leetle
jut” in future, and went on our was.
he chances are that they will socn miake

condition Dian

to,

feet

4 & ATrogpers f!oq:

their oewn back and as many more, and
soms scalps to boot, for the Cheyeunes
sre heroditary enemles of the Tawuees,
and generdlly lay over them either In
war or horse stealing.

OQur intercourse with the Indinns has
peariy alwayssto be conducted in the sign
language, which is common to ali, and
with which we soldiers are becoming
quite familiar,

The next day after the blizzard, thengh
cald, was quite calm. As we were mov-
Ing along the road we noticed a lone buf-
falo, probably an old bull, which bad be-
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come separated from the herd, and a pack
of wolves cireling around him seemed to
be worrying him. They were about a
mile off the road, but in plain view. The

wolves were runuing around the buffalo |

in a circle and ecach one as he passed the
bull's heels would jump at, and scemed
to bite, his hind legs. This kept the buf-
falo turning round and round to meet
their attacks., This game waus kept up
for & long time. Finzlly we saw the bull
give down in his hind legs. We then un-
derstood that the wolves bad been snie-
ping at his hum-strings until they had cot
him downo and rendered him belpless. They
then piled outo him and soon tore him up
aimost before Le was dend.

It took us three days from the Cross-
ing of the Arkansas to reach Camp Alert

| the

with my rifle a plekin® off the Mexican
gunners now an' then, when Gen. Scott
come a-ridin’ along, an' sez he to me, sex
he, ‘“Whealor, you'd better git down be-
hind them rocks, an' not “spose yourself
so reckless. RBrave men are too skeerce.
I can't afford to have my best men killed

General, I'm all right,’ 'long comes a
Mexican cannon ball an’ takes both feet
from under me, an' down I went. But I
raised up on.my elbow an’ took & pop at
the gunner what fired that shot, an’ down
he went. Well, the General ealled some
of the boys an' had me carried back
the hospital to git patched ap.
| sent word to the Surgeon to drop every-
thing else an' fix Wheeler up immejitly,

“The doctor made an zamination an’ he |

seed that my feet war badly smashed up,
but the ankle jints war all right. Then
he hunted round till he found a wounded
Mexican what had a pair of goed, sound
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feet, 'bout right size to fit me
ents an', sez he, ‘Hriog that greaser up
close to Wheeler, an’ git everytlin' rendy.
an' I'll unjint these ele &tubs of hisn
an' clap on them good feet of the greas
er's an’ sew 'em on &n’ bave him ftted
out as good as ever.

“Of course, the greaser had to be kept
elive till his fest was took off an' clapped
olto me, %0's they would grow outo my
legs, don’t yer see, an’ that's jist what
doctor done.

*The doctors in them days didn't know
anythin' about gloryform or nich like stuft,
au’ a man had to depend on bis nerve to
stand an operation. Well, eir, in the
burry of chaugin' feet the doctor come

at Pawnee Fork. With goud roads we
usually make it In two days, but the deep
soow Las bLeen gquite a hindrance to us
all the way from Fort Union. Right glad
were we to fnd ourselves mgain in our
comfortable quarters.

Aside from the bruises incurred in our
free fight at the Crossing, the party
seemed to suffer no inconvenience or in-

| jury to heszlth from the bBurdships and ex-

posure of the trip. Some of the men bad
become partially snow-blind from being in
the constent giare of the reflected white-
ness, but a few days in quarters restored
their sight. I'at Hagsn got & chance to
work his passage into the settlement with
the mall party, and left us,

In looking over the party, Lieut. Bell
noticed that my bead and face were some-
whnat battered up, and asked me how I
got hurt,

I replied that I had got a fall on the
ice at the erossivg of the river. Looking
at me steadily for a moment ke said:

“No such 8 d—-d thing! You've been
in a row and got beautifully leked, That's
what's the matter with you. You cen .
foo! me. I've Leen there myself."”

Then he npoticed that severnl of the
other men had similar marks of our late
spree, Calling Corp’l Newman up he in-
quired into the pffair, but scemed to come
to the conclusion that we were excusabile
under the clreumstances, Jle had Leen
on many a “jamboree™ himself, and knew
how to sympathize with a fellow after a
drunk.

EILIING TIME.

The mall we had brought from Fort
Union wus escorted on eusstward as far
88 Cow Creek by another party deta.. .
to relieve us, A few warm duays carried
off the snow and the next escort to Fort
Union bud a muoch pleasanter trip than
we had.

While lying around camp waiting for
our next turn at escort duty, we huve s
dull time of it, and amuse ourselves as
Lest we can. Sometimes we go hunting in
parties of two or three, sometimes we sit
around the fire in our quarters and listen
to yarps from the older members of the
party.
of our maost conspicuous liare. He is al-
ways telling wmiraculons yaros about his
exploits in the Mexican wur, though we

very much doubt s ever being in it, as|
tents down and heaped | he seems to young,

'he “war thar”

But he lusists that
and claims to have plenty
of gears to prove it.

One of his stories will suffice to show
the style of entertaivment we derived
from these old frauds.

Cronly, Harrison and I had been out
in the timber and dug up severnl bottles
of our cached pesch brandy, and under the
influence of the “hot stuff” we had made,
Dan turned himself loose on his Mexican
war exploits;

“Boys, some of you may have noticed
that I have a slighkt impediment in the
use of my feet—that I don't git around
quite as lively as some of ye.”

“Yes,"” Cronly juterjected, “I've noticed
that you make a lightuing charge on the
gr}.:lh pile, but come up slow at fatigue
call.”

Without appearing to notice thls insin-
uation, Wheeler continued:

*The reason of it is theso ain't my feet
that I'm standin’ om, but a pair ef Mexi-
can feet that I got at the battle of Che-

nitepec. That may sound funny, but

tery war a playin’ on us an' a

8 raid on the Pawnees and probably get

‘Il tell ye how it come. A Mexican #
grape an' ter into our

Among these Dan Wheeler is one |

mighty nigh puttin® "em en me 'hind side

| before, an’ that 'ud a been u devil of a
joke on me, for, don't yer see, I'd a-bin |

|goin' tother way all this time,
| tellin® where I'd a bin by now.
tived it In time an' had him to change
'em ‘'round, an' he soon had me on my
feet agiin—or on the greaser’s feet,
ruther.

“Avn’, boys, ye may think it's queer, hut
ever since that time, though I've got a
heart as brave &s a lion, whenever [ git
into a tight place whar thar's danger of
gettin® hurt them duraed Mexican feet
runs away with me”

At this point the boys were roaring, hut
Dun looked around innocently, as though
he could see nothing to luugh at. Crouly
seemed determined to expose the liar, and
su he remarked, indifforently:

*1 suppose it must have left scars where
the feot were sewed on."

0, yes," nuswered Dan.,
the marks on the stitches,” us he prompt
ly pulled up the bottom of & pant's leg,
| untied the drawers and turned down a
sock, exposing to our view aus dirty an
ankle us 1 ever saw.
|  Crouly secmed to see throngh his 1
{game at onve. Dan hod evidently de-
| peuded on the dirt to prevent us seeing
scats which were not there.

Btill determined to  expose
| Cronly remarked:

“It'e wonderful, and I don’t doubt you
in the least, Wheeler; but just as an act
of good faith you wouldn't mind lettin’
me rub a little of that dirt off so we can
all see and bear testimony to the truth of
| ¥our stury, would you? I'm satisfiéd it's
| true ps prenchin'; but there may be some

vi these fellers that doubt your verncitly
and I'd like to satisfy
il]uum."

Determined to bluff it throogh, Dan an-
swered boldly:

“Why, certainly, you may brush away
| some of the dust thar un' see for your-
sell."

But Cronly was going to make a thor-
| ough examination, so he got n pan of
waler and rag, got down on his knees,
took off Wheeler's shoe and sock and be
dan serubbing,  After scouring awuy for
a while Bill lvoked up and inquired:

“Wheeler, did you lose any old Gov-
| ernment socks during the Mexican war?”
“Yes, lots of 'em. Why?" answer
| Dan, innoceutly.
| “Nothin', ouly I'm just gettin® down to
.l:'llll.'ﬂlld 1 thought 1 recoguized the ar-
ticle.

But after giving that foot znd ankle
| such & cleansing as it had not had for
| many days, Cronly failed to develop any
| ipdieation of the operation of engrafting
| that Dan had told of.

“Must be some mistalke, Wheeler,” ob-
served Cronly, as he rpse to his feet,

“Yes, Cronly, come to think of it, must
be the other foot. They war only one
foot took off that time; now 1 remember
about it.”

Down went Crenly and gave the other
foot a scrubbing with like result—no sign
of slitching. Then it seemed to down
on him that Wheeler was workiog him for
a good foot-bath, and he asked:

‘Look here, Wheeler, is this a putup
job to get your feet washed? 'Cause
thore's no sign of any amputation of either
foot."

“Lat me sce,” sald the nnabashed Dan,

ke lx::h%d his head refectively.

¥, ecome to think of it, it

Brother Bill. I warn't

war, at all It war

aun’ no

little

the liar,

them beryoud a

1

off. |
“Well, jist as I'd saluted the Gemmll
an’ war a-golu’ to say, ‘Never mind me, |

to i
An’ he

number |
nines they wuz—an' he ealled his unssist- |

But I no- |

“I'l show ye |

‘ .
ball storm, an’ 1 war §ist & walkin’ roun’ | Brother Bill who bad his feet shot 'cﬂ'lun'L
This |

| a greaser's feet sewed onto him.
“hot stuff”’ must of got me a littlp mixed.
But it war Rill; now | remember all abont
It. Poor feller, if he was livin® he'd swar |
to 1t."

After this expose we heard no more of
Dan's Mexican wur exploits. When the
boys would twit himm on his running pro-
peusities he would reply:

“Boys, you know the Bible says, ‘He
who fights and runs away may live to
| run some other day; but boe who is In
| battle slain will never live to run sgain.’
| I'd ruther be a livin® coward thban a dead
{ hero, any time."”

BPRIXG BRINCES GAME,

{ The Winter is now practically over, and
| although we are still treatwed to a coid
snap or a suow storm occasionnlly, the
Spring rains are taking the place of the
snows, and the prairie is fast assoming a
green tinge from oew grass. The mua
roofs of our sod honses are a poor pro
tection In wet weather, and sometimes
after a hard rain there I8 good swunming
inside our g warters.

pearance, coming from the southwiurd,
There have been a few bands of bulls in
our vicinity all Winter, but the great mass
of them, including all the cows and young
cattle, seem to go south to Winter, where

of these bleak plains.

1o wddition to the buffalo we find good
hunting in wiater fowls, such us
| erunes, brants and ducks, which are got-
ting quite numerous along the Arvkansas
the timbered wuter courses to the south
of our post.

When not on escort duty
part of my time polsoning
wolves for their peits. Lieut. Bell stunds
in with me in this, furnishing the strych-
mine and a wmiule to ride around and g
up the skins, In the courde of the Wi
I huve taken neariy 300 skins, mostly o
| otes, but some big gray wolves, and u few
little yellow foxes (the kit-fox),

These we will prubably sell to Peacoc
the trader at the moutl of Waluut Creek,

as he hns offered us $1.25 ench for gray
| wolves and V5 cents for eoyote skins,

During the past Winter we made an jce
house in the bank of the creck,

| it with fine ice. But this, of ¢
| for our successors, the *d i
will oveupy the post during the
as we cavalr n are certain to b pt
on the crove all Summer after the lodians
We are always required to put up ice in
Winter, whereever we may he, and the
“dough-boys™ eat it for us.in Summer,
while we are out huntine Indinns and dn-

I still put in

1
|

1

thirst, Bat, os the song goes,

“If you want to have a geod time, jine

the cavalry.”

We culled infuntrymen *“doogh-boys™
because they nxed to draw their rations in
flour and mnke their own bread in garri-
son, but the cavalrymen, being generally
on the move, got their rations in hard-
tack.

WATCHING THE PRAIRIE DOGS,

While off duty I spent hours, frequent-
Iy, out umoung the prairie dogs, which are
| numeraus oll around oz on the prairie;

| watching the antics, and stidying the hab- |

| its of these interesting fittle animals,

Sometimes wfter n rain 1 wounld amuse
myseif by torning the water from a buf
falo wallow into a dey hole to drive out
the dogs and catch them fur pets. 'The
young or hulf-grown ones are ensily gen
tied, and make nice pets, buat the old ones
are hard to tame, 1 often sat and watched
my pet dogs work at digging in the
ground.

It is amusing to watch them dig a hote.
They work usupally in paics, and their|
holes descend iuto the pground in spiral |
form. One will dig the dirt loose with
his frout cliws and throw it hehind him.
The other will take ns much of the loose |
dirt ms he can hold hetween his forclegs
und under his chin and, propeiling himseif
with his hind feet, will push it up the
incline to the fop and dump it arcund the
mouth of the hole. Repeating this opera
| tion, the second dog will earry out the
| dirt about as fast as the first one digs it |
Now and then they change work.

There is no regularity in the depth of
their holes, judging by the quantity of
waler it takes to fill them. Some are
quickl!y filled, while others could not be
filled by all the water contnined in several |
buffule wallows. It is probable thut some |
of the holes connect with each other un-
| der groumd.
| Sinee that time T  have often beéen
[ amused at reading the gross errors of cer-
| tain travelers in describing the prairie |
dogs and their habits, For instance, they
tell us that they are very much like small
dogs; are of o brown color; that they es-
tablish their towns on ground convenient
to wiater; that they have strects at reg-
| wlar intervals rununing through their vil
[lages, and live in perfect harmony with
| rattlesnakes and owls,

Nothing could be farther from the truth
than such stntements, 'They have no re-
scinblance to a dog \\'Ilntv\'--r,'l»ml are
simply a species of ground squirtel, and
were probably called **dog™ from a fan
cied resewmblance of their “burk” to that
of n dog;: but really their burk is more iike
that of a timber squirrel. They are of o
grayish-yellow coler on back and sides,
with light-vellow  bellics, Thoey locate |
| their townsg on elevated, dry ground, maore
loften far away from water than near it.

They seem to have the faculty of doing
without water. 1 noticed that my pels
would eat nearly auything given them,
but never saw one of them drink water,
though it was often placed within their
reach. They dig their holes with a total
| disregard to anything like order, there be-
| ing no semiblance to streels or guangwuys.
| My  observation convipees ane that in- |
stend of their liviog in nmity with rattie- |
snikes, the snakes live principally by eat-
ing dogs, thongh the dogs nnd little owls
seem to dwell peaccably togetber. The
doge sobsist chiefly on gruss roots, and
soon kill out all the grass adjacent to
their bwoles. They then apbandoy the old
holes and dig pew ones where griss is
more plentiful.

BUILBING FORT LARNED,

Early in the Spminsg (1S8) our com- |
manding officer, Lisut. Bell, was notified

rtment headgooarters that the |
artment had concluded to huild
a permavent military post at or near the
site of our prescut camp, to be called Fort |
Larned; and that some companies of in-
fantry would be sent out to pelicve us and
to build the new post as soom as the grass
wias up sulliciently to smbsist_stock; that
we  (the detuchmeut of eavalry) wounld
then join our compnpy with Maj, Sedg- |
wick's command, which was coming out
from Fort Riley to hunt the Kiowas.

This was agreeable news, 45 we were
getting tired of moil escorting nod longed
for a chunge of some kind.

Accordingly, ns seon as the ETass wis |
up, Muj. Sedzwick’s command, four com
panies of 1st Cuy., moved out and cimped
on the Arkausas River just west of the
mouth of Pawnee Fork. At the sume
time two companies of infantry were sent
to relieve us and to build and gdrrison
Fort Larned. Fort Riley, being gnrri-
soned by some companies of the 24 Inf.,
commanded by Capt, Nathaoiel Lyon (af-
terwards a Brigadier-General in the Pnion
army during the eivil war; killed at battle
i:ga }i}'llson'n Creek, in Missouri, Aug. 10,

The Paymnster eame out with Ma),
Sedgwick’s command gud prid us off—six

| louse.

URSDAY, JULY

| waye of getting 40 sghots,

| cording to proportion he has in pouol.
{2 pool of a half dozen was to win the
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Herds of buffulo are making their ap-

they can get shelter and sustenance along |
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If you make guesses, or make more
guesses, this week, you may appear
among the winuners next week,

1901,

0=
-t .

Forty Guessee—""40 rounds of ammuni-

| tion,” as many old soldiers call them—

reems to be what Is wanted In this con- |
test, We Indicate below a number of

If money is scarce, moke up a pool
with friends, cach to share winnings ac-
It

, it would give ench $1,500.
An Easy Way of
Getting 40 Guesses.

Send $5, and we will eredit yon with
the snme. You can have books or sub- |
scriptions for this $5 any time during
the year 1901, Double the deal, and get
guesses. We will puablish some fine
onew books before the end of the yedr.
This proposition is made at regnest of a |
number of comrades,

Another Way of
Getting 40 Guesses.

Send §5 and the names and addrosses |

of & acquaintances whom you 'I.hinl-:[
{ would like to read The National Tribune.
After they have received the paper sev-
eral weeks eall upon them and explain
| that you had the paper sent to them.
| 'The ¢hunces are they will be so interested
in the paper by that time that they will
| pay their subseriptions and have the paper
| coutinued. If any of them do not pay,
We will take such names off
the list, and you can send others to take
their Do not confine your list to
of civilians like the

n bas worked very suc-
Double the end get SO
I

f Lalhe.
| veterans.
paper,

| U€
| BuUCsSsesT
|

ssfully, deal

| “searce.”

Still Time to Méke_Guesses

Still Another Way of
Getting 40 Guesses.

Send $5, and we will mail you, post
pald, the following:

1 set Greeley Conflict (2 Vols). .S1.00

2 Andersonville, b ut
60«
Manning
Glenson’s §
Conk DBook
Sweotest
:‘.:"' r‘: ™
Cuapturing
Field, Dungeon and Escape.
Red Acorn, war story
Nurse and Spy
Four Years in Secessia........
Scouts and Spies ..

1.0

Stock  Bo
lorse Boo

o o e o e

2

210,00

Doulile the deal and get 80 zuesses,

This the specinl bargain we have
been offering in this contest. The con-
pons are not valid after Joly, but yon
can sell this smull number promptiy and
get them in on time,

A Good Way of
Getting 80 Guesses.

Send $£10, and secure  the “Auto-
biographies and Portraits™ advertised on
the Sth page under heading “'$16 for 10,7
This is n set of books that will seon Le
There was only a limited edi-
tion printed. We expect to sec the btooks
well before long for $25 a set.

The Best Way of
Getting Guesses.
]‘j-

Thix is a pract
ness-like way, bhetter for the
and the paper than aoy other way. K
a4 day or two for the work, and von wil
still have time to send in the gucsses, The
paper is mailed a day earlier this
to: facilitate c¢lub-raising.
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Show the eighth page of t
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Juland., whose term of serviee was about
U expire, was to be discharged before
| guing on trip on account of expira;
tion of term of service,

He bad bven with our detachment at
Camp Alert all Winter, und in anti
had been teach
me to sound the Lugle calls, as I had de-
termined to apply to the Captain for the
position of bugier ns soon as the company |
came out, but op makiog wmy application
Capt. Steuart replivd: |

“*No, no, Peck; 1 can't give you the
You are teo good a soldier to make
& bugier of. 1 need such men in the
ranks. I can pick up some trifling fellow
for bugler who is no guud for company
duty.” |

“Well, Captain,” 1 replied, *I thank
you for your good opinion, and while I!
have always made it & point to never |
shirk wy share of the hardest duty that |
comiz, 1 had thought I would like to try |
It is poar encouragement
to he kept at the hardest duty always” |
“I know it is, Peck; but you shail have
a chance. [ shall probably need you fur.l
o non-commissieovd officer in the company |
before leng."”

Thanking him, 1 retired. But being a
very [fickle-minded man, he goon forgot
his promise, or rather changed his mind,
as he afterwards told First Serg't Mark-|
wooill when the Sergeant recommended me
for promation that he thought 1 was too
young and fuli of devilment. So 1 re-
mained a private,

While camped near the mouth of Paw-
nee Fork, pre ug for the Kiowa expedi-
tion, Maj. Sedgwick’s command was rein-
forced by two companies of the 2d Dra-
goung, commanded respectively by Capt.
Wi, Steele and Lieut. Armstrong. After
rewaining in camp here a  few days, |
breaking and fitting out pack mules for
the trip, we moved up the river with our
whole autfit to near the site of old Fort
Atkingon (now Fort Dodge). There, pack-
ing our mules with 30 days’ rations, we
sent our wagon train back to Fort Larned
(our old Camp Alert), to await our re-
and crossing the Arkansas struck
out southward, looking for the Kiowas.
We go as lightly equipped as possible—
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| no tents, no bedding but our saddle blan-

kets, nnd besides the clothing each man
bas on he is allowed to take but one
change of underclothing. All our other |
lugeage is left with our train.

It will be remembered by the old set-
tlers of Wansas Territory that this was
ane aof the hottest and driest Summers
(1860} ever experienced even in “droughty
Kausns” The wizd, which blew con-
stuntly from the scuthwest, was so hot
and dry that the grass and all vegetation |
became piarched and dried up very o:arls'l
in the season, aml many  watercourses
thet usonlly held water thronghout the |
Sumnwer were dry before the season had |
fairly begun,

Both men and animals sufered from
heat and thirst in traveling over the long, |
dry steetehes that we  encountered be-
tween witering places

The backs of our hands would blister
the bridie, and the men’s
beards  would curl up like they were
singed,

Bearing southeast from Fort Atkinson,
we crossed the salt plaing, or sink of the
Cimarron, where the waters of this stream
fHow ont into @ vast, sandy plain and evap-
orating le a crust of salt, in some
plaees three or four inches thick.

Though there was no witer in sight
here, we econld get it by digging in the
a little below the surface, but it |
5 like brine and therefore useless,
Alonig the Santa Fe road west of the salt
prliins, where we traveled on the Cimar-

| ron while escorting mails, we did not no-

tice nny brackish taste to the water, but
here it is strongly impregnated with salt.
In flush times the water of the Cimarron
flows into the Arkavnsas somewhere east
i;f ih‘ri'.

We traveled a day and night to get |
through the salt plains, and found good

| water in o timbered creek some distance

to the south.

tut we could find no Kiowas, or any
fresh trnil of thom. and after scouring
the country south as far ns the three
forks of the Canadinn we turned west-
wird townrd Antelope  Hills, and then
north to Round and Rabbit Ear Moungs.
Thenee to the Upper Cimarron, and, by
way of “Auvbry’s Cut-Off," back tc the
Arvknnsas, In all this round no Kiowas or
fresh sign.

Onee on

a dry stretch north of the

| Canadinn we sighted a large body of In-

dinns away ahead, moving at right angles

found the muoch-sought Kiowas; but on
overtaking them they proved to be Co-
munches, They either conld not or would
not give wvs any information as to the
whereahouts of the Kiowas,

The day that we sighted these Indians
I had been detniled to drive our pack-
mules. When there seemed to be a pros-
pect for a fight, and the command had
been halted and dismounted to “prepare
for action,” I called to Serg’t Markwood

! their

| with one of the dirtiest amd

to know how I could get relieved from
pack duty to go with the company.

“I don’t know, Peck,” he replied, “un-
less you enn find some weak-koced fellow

| who will change off with you.

Hearing me ask to be relieved, Pri-
vate H » A strapping big recruit who
had lately joined the eompany, gnd had
often expressed a strong desire to have
2 chance to show his prowess in battle
with Indinns, whined out:

“Sergeant, I'll take Pec
the muies. I'm not feelin
day."”

And en looking at the fellow I saw
that he was very pale and pervous.

“Well, I'll be " exclaimed Mark-
wood, looking at H with u glance of
contempt, “1 dido't think there wis a
man in Co. K .who would woluntesr to
go with the pack-mules when there was
& prospect of a fght."”

“Well, Bergeaunt,” whimpered H—o.
\\'Ilu-ﬂ 4 fellow is sick he cau't helop him-
gelf,”

“Looks “suspicious,” said the Ser-
geant, “for a hearty, robust man who has
shown no sign of sickness before to sud-
denly get the bellyache at sight of an
Indian. But there's your chance, Peck.
Turn over your mules to him.”

In spite of the jeers and insinuating
remarks of the other men, the fellow
seemed oply too glad to change places
with me. He could not be ridiculed into
fucing the danger. As my Sharp's rifle
wns not in as good condition as his, he
cheerfully agreed to exchange with me;
noticing which, Markwood remarked, with
biting countempt:

“Better give Peck your pistol, too,
H——, for yow'll never need it. By the
time an Indian gets in shooting distance
of you, you'll be as dead as a he —
seared to death.” 1

He willingly gave me his navy, and
even offered to change horses with me,
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place with
very well fo-

| or give me anything he had, but 48 my

horse wns much the better, T desired no
such exchange. YWhat a pitifolly-disgust-
ing sight this fellow made of himself in
presence of the company!

But he evidently could pot eonceal or
subidue his cowardly feelings, He seemed |
completely unmanned. [ think he was
probably one of those freaks whom [
have previously referred to as having an
uncontroliable borror of Indians, whicn
complaint, I think, might sppropriately
be termed “Indiau-phobin.™

For my part I don’t think I,was half
as brave as 1 tried to appear, but I have
always felt that 1 would sooner die like
8 brave man that be thought a coward,
and bave schooled myself to meet dan-
ger with an appearance of bravery that
bhas at times goined for me the reputa-
tion of heing plucky, though the praise
was really unmerited.,

As it turned out, however, as hefore
stated, we got no fight, after all,
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war-Lme photo,
Eul VALE, ner 11th peize.

Comrede Eli Vale, of Webber, Kan,
winner of the 11th prize, writes: “Please
aceept grateful thanks for the $25 check.
Great surprise. 1 thooght of win-
ning. Bomn nin of Quoker
parents 1840, vil to Potnam Cos,
UL, 1856, d, 1=62 Co. E, 67tk
I11.: also served in Co. K, 13Sth 1L Home-
steader Kanzps in 1871, Am farm-

a G. A. R, esmrade, n Republican
and an old friend of The Naotional Fri-
bune., The pietur .

1 d wos taken in
18G4, I 1 hit th eve 1 will send
i present-day picture, s

ck as a bildard
ball on top.”
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Guiss the receints of the UL 8. Treasury for

Monday, July 29, I301.

_IP the present contest S10.100 s
divided into 53 prizes, as follows:

* Bulls-Ejye™ prize 890,000
 Fiyst prize 200
| Recond ** 100
Third * 5
|Fourth * . 530
| Fifth to 14th p

151h to 24th
235th to Fith
|35th to 40th
| Consolation prize No. 1
| Consolation prize Neo. 2 |
|Uonsolation prize No.3 .

|  We will awandl 59,000 cash to any sub-
seriber, club-raiser or book buyer lucky
enovgh to guess the exact recgipis of the
|U. 8. Tressury—hitting the “balls-ere,”
|50 to speak—ior Monday, July 29,
1901, Failing to Lit the bolis-eye. who-
receive the firsd
prize of §200; the next nearest, the second
prize of 3100 ; the next nearest, the third
prize of §75, and s0 cu to the forty-ninth
prize.

The three Consolation prizes, in the order
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named, are for those who make the moss
| zuess=ez and yet fuil to win either the Buolls-
|eye. the first, second, third or foarth prize.

The gueses must be received by us on o
befors Saturday, July 27—two full
days in advance of the Treasury Ileceipts
suessedd at.  If more thun one guess makes
the same winning, the prize will be divided,

The condition ior ectering this cone
test is that, during the months of June and
July, you wust send at least 2F cents to the
paper as a sohscription or in the parchase of
u book. This entitles yon to one gness. For
ench additonal 25 cents spent for subsert
tions or hooks you are eatitled to an ad
tional guess, -

The Club-Raiser: For every 23
cents you send in for sabseriptions or books
durivg the months of June and July you
are entitled to one guess. Each member of
the club is also entitled to one guess for each
If a ciub-member does
not care for his guess, the club-ruiser cam
take that also,

“Close " Guessing.

Following are Treasury Receipts for
Mondays from the beginning of the year,
worked out to an average, and a “system™
suggested for close guessing:

1001,

T ciiiiees. 3242126018
Monday, Jan, 14, ... ....c. 2150,580.21
R wtee sTe

Jan, Z

Feb.
Feb.

Monday, Jan.

Monday,
Monday,

Monday, 11..

We saw numerous herds of wild mus-
tangs on this trip, but we had no use for
them, and usiunlly fired a few |
shots at them to seare them |
off, for fear they might follow us|
into camp and cause a stampede among |
our horses and mules, Our sentinels had
to be very watchful at night, lest these
wild horges should r-T::lll;-l-(l\- our animals.

As we traveled westward  we  soon
passed out of the buffalo range, and our
rations being all consumed, during the last
five days before reaching the Arkansas
we were entirely out of grub, and if the
trip had Iasted much longer we wonld have |
been compelled to eat our pack mules,

Fortunately, on reaching the river we
met a train of Mexican mule teams going |
into the States, and our Quartermaster |

| bought of them a little Hour and bacon—

cnongh to do us o few doys, until our
supply train which had  Deen sent for|
cotld reach ne from Pawnee Fork. |

Thinking to huy somie supplies for our
own mess, Cronly and 1 took a pack mui‘.>|
aml forded the river to the Mexican train, |
but found that the train men had sold to |

| the Quartermaster all they conld spare. |

| We 1
“eren

ound several black and divty looking |
gers” frving bacon and “tortillas™
(pronounced tor-tee-ahs)—thin cakes {
whent dough, and hoiling coffee over a
bnffnlo chip fire within the enclosure of |
coraled  wagons, The delightful
nroma of the cooking vituitls was per-

of

| feetly ravishing to us, in spite of oll the |

contrueted
bluckest of |
the Mexicans to fill us up at two bits a
tortilln, two Lits a slive for bacon and |
two bits a pint for black coffee without
SULHT. |
Not having had anything to eat for five
we wele hollow to the ankles, and T |
: that 81l cost each of us about $3,
Our cook was dressed—or undresssd
rather—in a very dirty shirt and n dirtier |
pair of drawers—uothing else.  His hamds
looked as though they hado't met sonp
and water since he was bon,  But we |
wiere oo hungry to be fastidions, and nte |
on as heartily as if our cook and his sur-
roundings were of the cleanest.  When II
nudged Bill and ealled his attention to
our cook he replicd: “You should never let
little tritles like that interfere with a
square menl,” and down would go ancther
tortilla, avother slice of bacon. and an-
otheér cup of coffee, until we were cach
“as full as a goose.” i
(o be continued.)

dirty sarrounding=, and we

[ Monday,

| Monday,

IPeb. 18..
Feb, 25.....
March 11....
March 18....
March 25
April
April
April 165...... PSSP
Am il
April
.\[:I_\‘
May Ik
May
May
June 3.....
June
June 17

2,18

Monday, 5
1,084 56

Monday,
Mouday,
Monday,
Monday,
Monday,
Monday,
Monday,
Monday,
Mot i
Monday,
AMonday,

N 31814
.86

1.0
2,712.31

2 21G.903.41
2,240,090:4.83
3,104,004 41
o S4.54
i7.7T0

74.0508.56

ML L1406

7.149 41

Monday, July 0,497.03

Total o 2 onov o JOB009,122.

Divide the total by 28 and you have the
Averuge

Monday, .
Mouday,

Maonday,

L RS e S

0

oy

131,040.10.,

Add to, or take from, this according to
sour «convictions, and you are likely to
have 4 good range on the target. Get the
riange and then make plinty of guesses,

When Making Guesses

Simply take a piece of paper about the
letter paper and make all your
peses, if thicy Jdo not exeeed 40, on one
Je of the sheet, in pliin figures, signing
your mittme and addeess nt bottom. I
soit ke more than 40 gunesses, take an-
other sheet. Do uot write anvthing else
your guessing  sheet. Make vyour
changed suesses in the same manner, sim-
ply  writing on the paper: “These are
changes.™
It a contestant is doubtful aboot the
nuuiber of guesses he i entitled to, he
should make all that he thinks be ix en-
titled to, placing these he is doubtful of
at the end of his list, The rule s to eut
off guesses from the end of list if too
many are made,

o7 receipts for Feb, 11 were aver five
millions, but the exeoss was a Inrge par-
ment made by the Central Pacifie R. R,
which should not be counted in getting aa
RVCIAL.

THE NATIONAL TRIBULE,
‘Washington, D, C.




